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Bulletin Board 


The new address of the Church of God 
headquarters in New York is: 20 Fifth 
Street, Glens Falls, New York. 


I work in an office and often have leisure 
time while on the job. I would like to 
spend this time doing something for others. 
I enjoy writing and would be happy to 
write to shut-ins—people in sanatoriums, 
hospitals, or who are confined to their 
homes. There may be some people who 
would like to correspond with me. I love 
to read and enjoy sharing with others 
many of the good things I read. 

—(Miss) Opal Morgan 
245 Archer Avenue 
Jackson, Mississippi 


New brochure with pertinent informa- 
tion about world missions will be furnished 
free for the asking by the Missions Depart- 
ment, 1080 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, 
Tennessee. We are eager to supply your 
church. Feel free to send us your order. 

—Paul H. Walker 


I have been serving the Church in East 
Omaha, Nebraska, as pastor since April, 
1956. During the time of this pastorate we 
have built a beautiful church and parson- 
age. 

For some time I have felt the Lord di- 
recting me to do evangelistic work. I am 
now available and will go anywhere. If you 
desire my services, you may write to: The 
Rev. J. R. Roper, 4734 N. 15th Street, 
Omaha, Nebraska, Telephone KEnwood 
7226. 
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Go Where You Wit 


munity was invited to bring the commencement 

address of a small midwestern university. Seek- 
ing to apprise himself of information about the com- 
munity, he asked if any famous person lived there or 
was a native of the area. The president of the uni- 
versity told him that there was not. He then wanted 
to know if the town had ever played any part in the 
history of the state or the nation. The answer was 
still no. He then asked if the town was the seat of 
any great industry or institution. The answer was 
still no. The speaker came to the natural conclusion 
that the town was simply another of the multitude 
of “hick towns” that dot the map of that sector. “Is 
there anything that makes this town important?” he 
finally asked. “Yes,” replied the president, and his an- 
swer was a classic, “The town boasts of the fact that 
you can start from here and go to any place in the 
world!” 


Even though the president’s answer was playful and 
humorous, there was such a catchiness and such in- 
escapable logic to it that the speaker used it in his 
charge to the graduating class. They could in truth 
start where they were and go anywhere in the world. 
Likewise, it is true for us. We can begin from where we 
are and go to whatever place we desire. 


GS innit YEARS AGO a stranger to the com- 


STANDING where we are, at the thres- 
hold of this Assembly year, we can go any place we 
please. In the coming year we can attain new heights 
of endeavor and achievement, or can wind down the 
goalless path to defeat and vain existence. No one who 
resolves to mount the peak of worthwhile living will be 
defeated. Ultimate success may not be realized with 
the twelvemonth to come, but it can find you well 
on the road to it. 


There are a few things to consider first. Number one 
should be, where do you want to go? Do you want to 
succeed in life, to make a mark for yourself, or are 
you content to follow a course of least resistance with 
neither care nor regard for where it leads. Now it is 
an admirable thing to want to succeed, and you can 
succeed if that is your earnest determination. How- 
ever, you must realize during your desire to succeed 
that your success will be determined by how far you 
personally and individually have traveled from your 
starting point. All starting points are not equal. You 





are not necessarily successful because you have 
reached a position equal to that of someone else, for 
his starting point may have been exceedingly behind 
yours. If such is the case, and you are now at the 
same position, it means that he has succeeded tre- 
mendously and you only moderately. 


Next, ask yourself why you want to succeed. Desires 
for success are not always good. If you want to make 
a name in life just so people will hear of you and 
laud your great works, then your desire is selfish and 
egotistical. Actually, it is not a desire, but a lust. You 
desire for yourself pre-eminence for the sake of the 
pre-eminence. That is bad—very bad. If, on the other 
hand, you want to succeed so that your life can be 
a greater blessing to others, it is not dhly a desire but 
a worthwhile ambition. It is even modest to desire 
position and authority if the desire is prompted by a 
still greater desire to use them for positive benefit of 
your fellow man. If you covet position or authority 
simply because you want it and would like the world 
to know you as a great and powerful person, then your 
desire is selfish to the point of being lust. 


AFTER these, ask yourself how you are to 
attain that which you desire. Now there are many 
roads that will possibly take you to the place in life 
you want to go. Some are straight, some are crooked, 
some are short, some are long, some are difficult, 
some are easy. To find happiness by seeking hap- 
piness is a road both long and difficult, if not impos- 
sible. To find happiness by serving others and giving 
them happiness is a road both short and easy. You 
cannot give away happiness without receiving mani- 
fold in return. The more we give the more we have. 
The less we seek the more we find. 


Financial security should not be a primary goal but 
should be the consequence of attaining the more 
charitable goal of doing a job well. If our ambition 
is to be a top-notch workman, then security will follow 
without being sought, and therefore without the 
confusion and worry that comes when security is the 
primary goal. 

Naturally, our attainments must be completely hon- 
est if they are attainments at all. Anything attained 
or acquired through false or dishonest means becomes 
a curse or a plague rather than a blessing. In truth 


(Continued on page 13) 








OVERNING IS THE act of carrying out the 

methods of control that have been set up to 

guide a state, nation or organization. Isaiah 
says that the government of God’s people will be upon 
the shoulders of Jesus. The Apostle Paul says, “We 
are workers together with God.” He also says that 
God, through the Holy Ghost, has set government in 
the Church. 

Every councilman, every deacon, every elder, every 
Y.P.E. president, every Sunday School superintendent, 
and every secretary of every kind should realize fully 
that they are divinely appointed and ordained of 
God for the work that they are given to do. They 
should treat it as a sacred trust committed to them 
by God, as sacred as that of the king of any nation— 
as high as that of any overseer or official. They 
should accept it in the fear of God and with the 
same sense of responsibility. The church property 
manager has a more important position than the 
manager of the White House property, and it is a 
greater privilege. 


The Apostle Peter, in his second letter, the second 
chapter, and verse 9 tells us that the Lord knows how 
to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve 
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished; 
but chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust 
of uncleanness and despise government. He says in 
verse 10 that they are presumptuous—self-willed and 
not afraid to speak evil of dignities. He further says, 
“But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they 
understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own 
corruption; and shall receive the reward of un- 
righteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot 
in the day time” (2 Peter 2:12, 13). He says that they 
shall receive the reward of unrighteousness the same 
as people who count it pleasure to commit wanton 
acts in the day time. He says they are spots and 
blemishes, “sporting themselves with their own de- 
ceivings while they feast with you.” All they want is 
your feast, and when their lust for excitement and 
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Pastor 


sensation has been fed, they are ready to leave you 
and hunt the next “big meetin’.” 

Verse 14 says they have eyes full of adultery. They 
are here and there, wherever there’s the most excite- 
ment and the greatest opportunity to shine. In the 
next clause he says they cannot cease from sin. They 
jump high, testify big, and talk long and loud, but 
never cease from sin. Some of them go to the altar 
in every revival, but they refuse to accept God’s gov- 
ernment and be controlled by His Word. They are 
backslidden before the revival is over. 


“Beguiling unstable souls.” Some of them spend their 
time looking for people who are wishy-washy and be- 
guiling them to rebel against government. They won’t 
obey the Word of God and spend their time destroy- 
ing others. 

Their heart, he also says, is exercised with covetous 
practices. They use every means to tell how wonderful 
they are. Their main purpose in life is to shine, and 
when they can no longer shine they are ready to 
head for new territory. Some of them use every means 
to increase their offerings. It’s a real sin for people 
to pay the tithe to the Church of God they say, but 
great to give it to them. In verse 15, they “have 
forsaken the right way, and gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages 
of unrighteousness.” Balaam was close enough to 
God that God talked with him, but when he got his 
eyes on the offering, God let him go ahead in his 
own way and he wound up by doing all the work for 
nothing and getting killed besides. There are thou- 
sands of men today who are prophesying long and 
loud while the ax of God’s vengeance swings lower 
and lower every day. They are so carried away that 
they can’t even hear the old mule bray. 

“These are wells without water, clouds that are 
carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of dark- 
ness is reserved forever. For when they speak great 
swelling words of vanity, they allure through the 
lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those 


that were clean escaped from them who live in error. © 


























“Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this,” Isaiah 9:7. 


While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 
the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is 
overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage” 
(Verses 17-19). 

“Wells without water, clouds that are carried with a 
tempest.” They speak great swelling words, telling 
what great things they are doing, and inviting people 
who at one time were clean to come over and join 
them, and thousands today are joining them. Some 
people get in the flesh and want to show a demon- 
stration whether it is from God or not. It is true that 
God wants to use our public testimony, but there is 
only a hair’s difference between making a public tes- 
timony under the power of God and making a public 
display under the power of the devil. If we are not 
willing to wait on God, He will let us go ahead and 
make one for the devil, but we will get the reward 
of Balaam, the son of Bosor. 

In the last verse of the 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians 
the Apostle tells us, “Covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.” Then 
he jumps over into chapter 13 and tells us that even 
if one did have all the gifts and didn’t have charity 
he would be only “as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal”’—amount to nothing—profit nothing. There 
are thousands who are not willing to submit to God’s 
government and measure themselves to it until He 
sees fit to use them. So they “covet” a gift (a public 
display), and they get one, but they get the wages 
of Balaam, the son of Bosor, with it. 

This doesn’t relieve us of the responsibility of giving 
a public testimony—a thousand times no. It makes it 
more necessary that we do. It makes it doubly neces- 
sary that we do submit ourselves to God’s govern- 
ment, His Word, and His Spirit until His charity fills 
our lives and He can see fit to trust us with the 
“public display” of His power. John said if we were 
neither hot or cold, He would spue us out of His 


mouth, and we will simply have to have the power 
of God. But let us also be sure that it comes from 
obedience to God’s government. If we fail, we will also 
incur God’s wrath. 


Who are these people that are described here? The 
people who despise government. What does this word 
despise mean? To look down on with disfavor or con- 
tempt; contemn; scorn. 1 Corinthians 12:28 says, “And 
God hath set some in the church, first apostles, sec- 
ondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, 
then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues.” Then who are these people who are de- 
scribed in 2 Peter 2? Those who look down on the 
Church of God with scorn and contempt. Those who 
ignore the Church of God. Those who get too big to 
be controlled and directed by the Church of God. 
Those who are so interested in keeping the applause 
of the world that they ignore the government and 
teachings of the Church of God. What happens to 
these people? Verses 20-23 answers. “For if after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
For it had been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after they have known 
it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered un- 
to them. But it is happened unto them according 
to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire.” 

Let me beg you, sinner friend, don’t ignore the gov- 
ernment of the Church of God. Let me beg you, 
ministers, councilmen, Y.P.E. officers, and Sunday 
School officers and teachers, don’t treat your position 
lightly or with contempt. You have the greatest re- 
sponsibility in the world—the responsibility of refin- 
ing diamonds for heaven’s jewel collection, and su- 
pervising God’s government on earth, under Him. It’s 
a dangerous thing to treat it lightly. Jesus bought 
the Church of God with His own blood, and the man 
or woman who rejects its government or refuses to 
join the church just to keep from being governed by 
it, refuses and rejects the blood of Jesus Christ and 
will reap the reward of Balaam. Church of God people 
shouldn’t be proud, but they should feel that they 
are highly favored to carry its banner. 


“Because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. . . . God shall send them 
a strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
That they all might be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thes- 
salonians 2:10-12). Balaam lost everything for failing 
to accept God’s ultimatum without question and to- 
day teeming thousands are on the same road with 
him, believing that their great reports and demon- 
strations are the only way for them. Again let me beg 
you, treat God’s government with awe and reverence. 
Government is one of the special gifts of God, given 
to the Church of God for the directing of God’s people 
into the portals of immortal glory, and God’s gover- 
nors are the most important governors in the world. 
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The Danger 


in Making the 
Wrong Decision 


By CARLIE G. BUTTS 


“And the land was not able to bear them, that they 
might dwell together: for their substance was great, 
so that they coud not dwell together,” Genesis 13:6. 


of the Old Testament age and their decisions 

when confronted with the problem of security. 
This land near Bethel was not blessed with the 
necessary requirements to support two men with their 
herds, and besides, the herdsmen of both men were 
disagreeing and causing trouble. Abram was a man 
just like many fellow ministers of today; he wanted 
more than anything to be at peace with Lot and pre- 
vent any future trouble. So Abram suggested that he 
and Lot separate. At the time of separation two per- 
sonalities were clearly portrayed: (1) Abram, a man 
who thought of the well-being of his fellow man in 
preference to his own security, and (2) Lot, a man 
who took one look at the green plain of Jordan and 


—_ HE TEXT DEALS with two very important men 
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banished from his mind all thoughts of his friend, 
any leading of the Spirit, or the voice of God. He 
thought only of his own personal well-being. 

In order to stamp the desired picture of the entire 
text on the hearts and minds of each reader, I wish 
to emphasize four steps that Lot took on his way to 
losing out with God, which steps were primarily made 
when “he beheld the plain of Jordan.” 


Lot Beheld the Plain of Jordan 


“And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the 
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every 
where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the land 
of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar”’ (Genesis 13:10). 


We have no exact way to prove the fact that Lot 
could have been or could not have been hurt to learn 
that he would have to be separated from his uncle 
Abram, but I think it would be safe to say that at 
first he hung his head to ponder the entire situation. 
Abram was willing to have peace and friendship 
if it meant suffering the loss of his nephew, and then 
having to take what was left as his portion and 
reward for the many days of hard labor. Lot thought 
of himself first. Not once did he consider the hard- 
ship he would work for Abram, nor did he figure 
how much he would lose in the end in order to gain 
a little for the present time. 

Nowhere in the record of Abram and Lot can we 
find substantial evidence that Lot ever took his eyes 
off the green plain of Jordan. One look, and he be- 
came enhanced by its beauty; one thought, and he 
pictured years of plenty for himself if he could only 
get to the green plains. Never again did he look back 
toward Bethel where he had recently felt the presence 
of God; never again were the mountain streams en- 
chanting to his thirst. But all he had, all he wanted, 
and all he would ever be were gambled against his 
success in “the plain.” 

Up until now Lot saw only the plain with his eyes, 
but now he was looking from the depth of his heart. 
Being downgrade, it would be easier to travel this 
way. Besides, he would not have to cling to the rugged 
hillside, but could bask in glorious sunlight while his 
cattle and herdsmen rejoiced with plenty. True 
enough, Abram might have to move more often 
from place to place in order to find ample pasture 
for his herd, but he certainly did not have to be wan- 
dering around in search for God and all the blessings 
of God. Lot went down where water flowed, but where 
the Spirit of God was not, while Abram stayed in the 
hills. Maybe the water was scarce where Abram 
dwelled, but all around him freely flowed rivers of 
living water from the throne of the eternal God of 
all ages. 


Lot Pitched His Tent Toward Sodom 
“Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent 
toward Sodom” (Genesis 13:12). 


Lot was in many ways a typical example of some 
professing Christians of our times: he lived in one 





























place, but somehow his tents, his ideas, his ambition, 
and all he hoped to be were pitched in another direc- 
tion. At first he wanted to go to the green plains 
where he would have grazing for his cattle, but now 
we find this same man has his mind on over the hill 
toward Sodom. Isn’t that the general attitude of most 
Christians today? Do we not use a frivolous excuse 
in order to make just one step away from God? At 
last we find that we, too, have outdone the will of 
God, and have our tents pitched toward Sodom. 

Before Lot could have pitched his tents toward that 
sinful city, it took at least three sacrifices on his 
part: (1) he had to withdraw all remembrance of the 
presence of God near Bethel, and the brotherly 
love of his friend Abram; (2) he had to admit to 
himself that his idea of the “green” plains for his 
herd was only an excuse to get away from the path 
of God and find for himself an easier way; and (3) 
he had to lay down all his high standards of living, 
pay homage to the beggarly elements of the world, 
and in a sense, eat the husk of the wild oats that 
had been sown by his failure to consider God in his 
decision. 

I am not a pessimist, for I do think that God’s 
people deserve the very best of everything. But this 
everything should be subject to His will. We should 
not drive our tent stakes so deep that we cannot 
move any time the Lord sees fit, and go to any place 
He has a work for us to do. When everything goes 
well, we prosper, we have no burdens; and when the 
way before us becomes a green plain, then let us look 
close, and make sure that we do not have our tents 
pitched toward Sodom. 


Lot Was a Great Man in Sodom 


“And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and 
Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: .. .” (Genesis 19:1) 


Lot had climbed down the slopes from Bethel, 
crossed the plain of Jordan, and sat at the gate of 
Sodom. No more did he feel that he was important 
in the sight of God; no longer did he have the sweet, 
fresh air blowing over his brow, as the moon and 
stars shone down from the heavens as a watchful 
light over his flock. Instead, his nostrils were filled 
with the stink of Sodom, and his mind was polluted 
with the evil of the inhabitants thereof. 

“And Lot sat... .” Isn’t that a terrible picture? Does 
it not make each of us want to rise now to our feet 
and go out and see how many things we can do 
for God? Does it not light a spark in our heart that 
can burst into a flame that will light up the world 
for God? Yes, all Lot could do was to sit, sit around 
and while his life away. 

My endeavor is to present a picture of a man who 
once knew how it felt to be near God, who once wit- 
nessed the fellowship of the very Spirit of the Creator, 
but who now seemed to have no interest in what he 
should do for God. Many things happen when a man 
of God sits; the fire of his soul grows dim. Also, as 
Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom, deep in the city 
his own children, yes his own flesh and blood, were 
squeezed through the wine press of sin until all 


concern for God was gone. Oh yes, don’t forget that 
Lot was a very important man. Sitting there at the 
gate he became honorable, upheld, and exalted. But 
the principle that was upholding him was not even 
able to atone for itself. What honor is there in being 
king over a fallen empire? What security is‘ there 
when even the dominating forces have been con- 
demned, overpowered, and beaten down, just as God 
had already set up judgment against Sodom? Was 
Lot trying to warn the people of the destruction that 
would come to any nation that forgot God? Was he 
sitting there at the gate in order to invite them to 
Bethel? No, as far as God was concerned, all he was 
doing was sitting, doing nothing. 

Lot had backslidden. Yes, those three words sum 
up the whole journey of Lot from Bethel to Sodom. 
He was raised in the eyes of man and lowered in the 
sight of God. He was honored in man’s eyes, but 
such honor was filthy in the sight of God. The plains 
were not as green as they seemed from the hillside; 
the waters were not as clear as they used to be, for 
the love of honor from man had blinded his clear 
thinking toward God. 

If the Lord would appear now, how many of His 
chosen laborers would He find with their tents set 
toward Sodom, or how many would be sitting at the 
gate of Sodom? 


And They Made Their Father Drink 


“And they made their father drink wine that night: 
...” (Genesis 19:3). ‘ 


Yes, we are coming near to the end of one of the 
saddest and most humiliating stories ever recorded in 
the Word of God, the journey from Bethel to Sodom. 
Lot took four steps on his journey to Sodom. Certain 
degenerating characteristics accompanied each step. 


(1) He looked upon sin. His sin was not that he 
viewed all the green plains of Jordan, but that he 
was willing to let such temporary beauty and present 
well-being blind him from the real future success that 
would come from God. In other words, he let it go 
to his head. Since the plains lay at the foot of the 
slopes where Abram dwelled, it would have been 
easier for him to stick close to the place where God 
was. But getting his first wish paved the way for more 
desires, and later sorrow. (2) He desired sin. As the 
old proverb goes: “We can’t help letting the bird fly 
over our head, but we can keep it from building a 
nest in our hair.” The modernist would say that Lot 
was going places in life, and that he was a true 
example of man as God would have him be. But 
God knew that he was becoming more and more like 
the world and that very soon he would be deeper 
engrossed with its attitudes. At first Lot saw only the 
plains with his eyes, but now he was looking at them 
with his heart and soul. (3) He obeyed sin. These 
words clearly portray the real Lot, and present the 
entire thoughts of his mind. It was sin that caused 
him to first consider his well-being in preference to 
the well-being of his friend Abram. It was sin that 
caused him not to be satisfied when he got to the 

(Continued on page 13) 














1958 2 State Camp Mecting 


Long before the night of June 
16 there were tents and trailers 
being arranged on the beautiful 
green-carpeted campground in 
Chandler, Oklahoma, where the an- 
nual state convention and camp 
meeting of the Churches of God 
in Oklahoma convened June 16-21. 
A spirit of expectancy prevailed 
from the very beginning, and God 
met with us in every service to 
bless and help eve mee ed heart. 

The opening service got off to a 
ge start with a large crowd 
rom over the entire state. We were 
introduced to our night speaker and 
Bible teacher, Brother George Lem- 
ons, overseer of Pennsylvania. 
Brother Lemons began a series of 
messages on the “Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and Back to Pentecost” 
in this service. We were “made to 
sit together in heavenly places” as 
Brother Lemons so forcefully ex- 
pounded the Word under the 
anointing of the Spirit of God. 
There were times when the mes- 
sages were left incomplete be- 
cause of the way the mighty Holy 
Ghost moved in the congregation. 
The blessings received in these 
services far surpass all that words 
might express. His closing mes- 
sage on “The Time of the End” 
will certainly be long remembered. 

As it always is, the morning Bible 
study was a highlight of the camp 
meeting. Brother Lemons chose for 
his teaching theme, “The Church,” 
and did a magnificent job in 
teaching this wonderful subject. 
Each lesson was _ spirit-anointed 
and it contained such striking 
facts that we looked forward to 
every class before it began. We can 
be sure of lasting results from these 
great Bible lectures. 

It was wonderful to have two in- 
spiring messages from Brother H. 
D. Williams, General Secretary and 
Treasurer. The message “Christ Je- 
sus, the Pre-eminent and Illumi- 


nating Light” was soul stirring. 
We were also greatly blessed by 
his message, “The Church—a Spir- 
itual Organism.” The people of Ok- 
lahoma deeply love and appreciate 
Brother Williams and extend to 
him a welcome = 

Our Home for Children was rep- 
resented by its superintend- 
ent, Brother Cecil Bridges. He did 
a complete job in explaining the 
work of the Home and showing 
the needs that exist there. The 
question and answer method which 
he used for a part of the service 
proved very interesting and bene- 
ficial. It was a real pleasure also 
to have Sister Bridges and one of 
the little girls from the home with 
us in these services. 

All of the visitors added much 
to the good services. We were so 
happy to have Brother E. C. Thom- 
as and Brother Lewis Willis from 
the Publishing House with us. Also 
Sister Lemons and their son, Dew- 
ey, and his wife were also a bless- 
ing. The ministry of Brother L. E. 
Painter, overseer of Kansas, was 
a blessing to us. His message on 
“The Heavenly Vision” was a real 
challenge. We were delighted to 
have Brother Perkins, state over- 
seer of Kentucky, with us. He 
blessed us with a_ soul-thrilling 
message on “A Greater Than Solo- 
mon Is Here.” 

Brother Bob Rose, now evangeliz- 
ing in Kentucky, brought a won- 
derful message on “The World’s 
Greatest Pastor.” Everyone enjoyed 
this great message and seemed to 
have a special remembrance of it. 
Each of our local state preachers 
did an excellent job in giving to us 
the Word of God with inspirin 
and uplifting messages preache 
under the anointing. 

All who were present enjoyed the 
L.W.W.B. service. Everyone was 
eager for the awarding of the 
trophies and just to enjoy another 


Willing Workers’ service. Sister 
Hodges, our beloved state president, 
awarded trophies to Sister Van- 
zandt, Sister Yoder and Sister 
Marshall. Sister Logsdon gave a 
good message on “Seeing the Glory 
of God.” 

Brother James Franklin, state 
— director, was in charge of 
he youth day services. It was a 
day packed with good things, fea- 
turing our Church of God youth. 
The Assistant National Youth Di- 
rector, Cecil Knight, spoke on “The 
Responsibility to Youth.” It was a 
message which should cause deep 
concern and action on behalf of 
our youth. The Bible quiz was a 
feature of this service and Charles 
Curtsinger of the Lawton district 
was the winner. Also the Maud dis- 
trict Coupon King and Queen re- 
ceived the state crown for their 
efforts for coupons for the Home 
for Children. The junior parade and 
the senior youth parade were high- 
lights on youth day and the Lord 
met with us in every service. 

Our missions representative, Ves- 
sie D. Hargrave, superintendent of 
the Latin American work, gave an 
impressive and vivid description 
of the mission need. People were 
moved upon by the Spirit of God 
and gave a liberal mission offering. 

As moderator of this camp meet- 
ing, Brother Hodges, our esteemed 
state overseer, did a very fine job. 
Every day brought new blessings 
and encouragement from the Word 
of God. Only those present know 
what an outpouring from heaven 
we had. 

The delicious food prepared by 
the cafeteria workers added to the 
comfort and enjoyment of each 
one attending these services. With 
the manna that fell from heaven, 
we could not say less than that 
this camp meeting was outstanding 
in every way. 

—Mrs. A. E. Underwood, reporter 











Che of A, sihceanstietes reatest 


“BEHOLD, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! 

It is like the precious ointment 
upon the head, that ran down up- 
on the beard, even Aaron’s beard: 
that went down to the skirts of 
his garments; 

As the dew of Hermon and as 
the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion: for there the 
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Lord commanded the blessing, even 
life for evermore” (Psalm 133). 
Long before the 1958 Arkansas 
camp meeting convened, the feeling 
prevailed that this would be a great 
camp meeting. God had graciously 
blessed the efforts of people 
throughout the year. Much good 
had been accomplished and it was 
now time to assemble for the yearly 
feast from God. Many hours, days 


and weeks of prayer, planning and 
work had preceded this meeting. 
Each effort put forth was abun- 
dantly rewarded. 

Rev. Brady Dennis, state over- 
seer, had the program well out- 
lined and everything in readiness. 
The program moved with precision, 
and God was in our midst to bless 
for unity prevailed. There was co- 
operation in every facet of the 
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meeting. The committees assumed 
their responsibilities and are to be 
commended for their splendid 
work. The ministering of God’s 
Word was outstanding. The sing- 
ers and altar workers were at their 
post of duty. Everyone was willing 
to do his part and that without 
complaint. All had a goal in mind 
and that to see a great camp meet- 
ing. It is this kind of ty and 
cooperation that brings strength 
to see things done for God and 
His cause. Where there is unity, 
there is strength. With strength 
comes accomplishment. Ac- 
complishment brings gladness of 
heart. 

We were highly honored in hav- 
ing some very — guests to grace 
our camp meeting, in the persons 
of—Rev. Earl P. Paulk, Sr., Assistant 
General Overseer; Rev. O. W. Polen, 
National Sunday School and Youth 
Director; Rev. Cecil Bridges, Super- 
intendent of the Church of God 
Home for Children; Rev. Lewis J. 
Willis, Editor of the Lighted Path- 
way; Rev. E. C. Thomas, Business 
Manager, Church of God Publish- 
ing House; Rev. James Stephens, 
state overseer of Indiana; and Rev. 
Paul S. Cook, pastor at Memphis, 
Tenn. We were also delighted to 
have with us Sister Paulk and Joan; 
Sister Bridges and one of the chil- 
dren from the home; as well as 
Sister Paul Cook and daughters. 
The presence of ministers and laity 


from the various states, including 
Washington, California, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Missouri, and Tennessee 
was highly appreciated. 

God was especially good to us 
in that we were able to secure the 
services of Rev. Raymond Crowley, 
pastor of Salisbury, Md., as our 
night speaker. Brother Crowley has 
won a special place in the hearts 
of the people of Arkansas. Night 
after night God anointed Brother 
Crowley and crowned his efforts 
with success in the altar services. 
We have no way of knowing the 
definite number of experiences; 
however, many were blessed of God. 
Our heavenly Father performed 
miracles during this camp meeting 
—both spiritually and temporally. 
To Him belongs the praise. 

A fine program was presented 
on youth day under the leadership 
of our state Sunday School and 
youth director, Rev. Alton L. Stone. 
The Arkansas Lee College Alumni 
Chapter had its banquet at 5:00 
p.m., June 27, at Bill’s Grill, gob 
Ark. Rev. L. A. Holt, Alumni presi- 
dent, was in charge of a fine pro- 
gram. Rev. O. W. Polen, National 
Sunday School and Youth Director, 
was the guest speaker. New officers 
for the year were elected as fol- 
lows: president, J. D. Kersey; vice- 
president, J. L. Sanders; and secre- 
tary-treasurer, JoAnn Tharp. Fol- 
lowing the banquet, prior to the 
evening service, there was a very 


impressive “Youth March.” 

Although Saturday was the last 
day of the camp meeting, the in- 
terest and attendance still re- 
mained high. God’s presence hov- 
ered near during the L.W.W.B. 
program. Our state can be ‘justly 
proud of the fine ladies who are 
helping to make the wheels of prog- 
ress roll along in many phases of 
the church work. During the pro- 
gram, the Mt. Olive L.W.W.B., under 
the able direction of Mrs. J. P. 
Simms, presented the play, “Watch 
Ye Therefore.” The play coincided 
with the theme of the camp meet- 
ing, “HERALDING HIS COMING.” 

God’s people answered the call 
concerning the need for foreign 
missions by giving a fine offering. 
Brother and Sister Paul Cook, for- 
mer missionaries to India, were a 
nog blessing in the mission serv- 
ce on Saturday afternoon. 

One expression written to the 
state office by one of the laity 
stated: “The camp meeting was one 
of the best ever on the campground. 
You could feel such sweet fellow- 
ship among all of God’s people.” 

Remarks were made as to the 
wonderful unity, fellowship, and 
the moving of God’s Spirit. This 
only came about because the min- 
istry and laity alike united for one 
specific reason and that to see 
God give Arkansas a great camp 
meeting. ‘ : 

—Mrs. Brady Dennis, reporter 











Se 1958 Vl nois Camp Mecting 


The 1958 Illinois camp meeting 
is history now, but I am sure 
that to the hundreds who had the 
privilege to attend, it will be a bit 
of history they will long remember. 

On Monday afternoon, June 16, 
several hours before the first serv- 
ice was to begin, ministers, their 
families, church members, and 
friends of the church could be seen 
on the campgrounds shaking hands 
and enjoying the opportunity to 
meet with old friends and also to 
meet new friends as there were 
a number of ministers and their 
families who were attending the 
Illinois camp meeting for the first 
time. As is the custom of the good 
ministers of Illinois, everyone was 
made to feel at home. 

The tabernacle was almost filled 
for the first service. Some said 
it was the largest crowd we had 
ever had for the first service of 
any camp meeting. At 7:30 our 
good state overseer, Rev. F. W. Goff, 
officially opened the camp meet- 
ing with a short address. 

The first service proved to be 
just what we all came for. Our 
night speaker, Rev. Danny Drake, 
of Pomona, Calif., had only to an- 


nounce the subject from which he 
would speak and our hearts were 
made to rejoice. We who were filled 
with that wonderful Pentecostal 
blessing were lifted up in Spirit 
to hear him say he was going to 
speak on “Pentecost.” What a mes- 
sage it was! God surely anointed 
him. The Holy Ghost filled the tab- 
ernacle and every heart that was 
opened to Him. Souls were seen in 
the altars seeking that wonderful 
blessing after the message, and 
many received Him. 

The first service over, we all won- 
dered just what was in store for 
us in the morning service. After 
an hour of prayer, we gathered 
again for our Bible study with Rev. 
George L. Britt, of Greer, S. C., as 
our teacher. When he announced 
his subject for the morning Bible 
study, there were mixed emotions, 
for to some the subject of “Proph- 
ecy” is for only a few who dare to 
dig deep into the mysteries of God. 
But it was not so with Brother 
Britt’s teaching on prophecy. Under 
the teaching of this man of God, 
we all were made to see ourselves 
in the prophecies of Daniel and 
in Revelation. Some who would nev- 


er listen to prophecy before didn’t 
miss a single morning service, and 
many times I heard statements 
like this: “I wish he just had more 
time. I could listen to him all day.” 

After the morning Bible study 
with Brother Britt each morning, 
we were all ready to hear the other 
good messages brought during the 
day, most of them by our own 
Illinois preachers. Never have I 
heard better preaching. 

The pattern of the first night 
and day services seemed to follow 
throughout the entire camp meet- 
ing. Our visiting speakers—Rev. 
Houston R. Morehead, General 
Overseer; Rev. R. L. Platt, President 
of Lee College; Rev. L. E. Painter, 
overseer of Kansas—all brought 
wonderful messages. 

The L.W.W.B. program on Fri- 
day afternoon, under the direction 
of Mrs. F. W. Goff, was wonderful, 
with two wonderful messages, “A 
Woman’s Place in the Home” by 
Mrs. C. E. French and “A Woman’s 
Place in the Church” by Mrs. F. L. 
McClung. 

The youth program, under the 
direction of our state Sunday 
School and youth director was a 
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very impressive service. Brother 
Harris has done a wonderful work 
as youth director in Illinois and 
the fruits of his work can be seen 
all over the state. 

The annual Alumni banquet of 
the Illinois chapter of Lee College 
Alumni Association on Saturday 
afternoon was well attended by 
the Alumni in this state. At this 
banquet our chapter was able to 
vote a donation of $100.00 to the 
Avis Swiger Loan Fund set up by 
the National Alumni Association. 

The mission service on Sunday 
morning was one of the highlights 
of the camp meeting. Rev. C. E. 
French, pastor of the Benton 
Church, brought the message, af- 
ter which an offering of more than 
$1,000.00 was given to build a 
church in India. This was over 
and above our regular mission of- 
fering which came in through the 
budget. 

God surely had His hand on our 
good state overseer as he made up 
the program for this 1958 camp 
meeting. It will pone be remem- 
bered as one of the best. I’m sure 
I’ll never forget it. 

—Carl Hanvey, reporter 

I have attended many camp 
meetings during the last few years. 
I don’t believe I have ever at- 
tended one better organized and 
better managed than this year’s 
camp meeting in Illinois. It natural- 
ly would go without saying that 
the preaching was of the very fin- 
est calibre; the singing was su- 
perb; the spirituality of the very 
highest plain. The cooking was won- 
derful; the weather was grand; the 
committees worked as a grand 
team. All in all, it could only mean 
that a tremendous amount of plan- 
ning went into the camp meeting, 
and cooperation was necessary to 
carry out the plans. 

If I were to take one thing out 
and say it was the best, I would 
have to say those who were saved, 
sanctified and filled with the Holy 
Ghost in the altar services com- 
prised the highlight of the Illi- 
nois State camp meeting. 

—Amos A. Ledford 

I have attended camp meetings 
ever since I was saved and joined 
the church in 1948. I have surely 
attended some great ones since 


that time, but to me this Illinois 
camp meeting has been the great- 
est I have ever had the privilege 
to attend. It gave me a great spirit- 
ual uplift, and caused the fires of 
my salvation to burn brighter on 
the altar of Pm A soul. I have never 
seen better fellowship among the 
ministry, or a greater love mani- 
fested among all God’s people. The 
attendance was excellent, especial- 
ly at the early morning Bible study. 
Each morning our hearts were up- 
lifted by those wonderful lessons 
on prophecy, and I can say with 
others, “We never heard it on this 
wise before.” 

The night services were great, 
and our souls were lifted up each 
night by the Holy Ghost. inspired 
messages of our Brother Drake. 

—James Cotter 

This was the fourth camp meet- 
ing I have been privileged to attend 
in the State of Illinois, I hesitate to 
say this because it is said by many 
in every camp meeting, but I truly 
believe this has been the greatest 
of the four I have attended. 

God has been good to us. He 
ever knows the needs of His people. 
From night to night God moved in 
the spirit-anointed preaching of 
Brother Drake to inspire us to be 
faithful Christians and walk in His 
spirit in these last days. 

It would be hard to even estimate 
the spiritual good of this camp 
meeting. The benefits of our morn- 
= Bible study by Brother Britt 

1 certainly be fruitful in our lives 
in the days to come. His prophetical 
messages surely convinced us that 
our Lord’s return will be soon. Every 
man having this hope will certainly 
strive to be a faithful steward. 

Space will not permit me to write 
more, but as a —- I say, it 
was good to have been there. 

—John Findley 

This 1958 camp meeting has been 
of untold value to me. The gold 
mines of spiritual truth that were 
brought to the minds and hearts 
of all who listened will not soon be 
forgotten. 

Thank God for men such as 
Brother Drake and Brother G. L. 
Britt. —Willard Irwin 


This was our first camp meeting 
in the State of Illinois. My wife 


and I have really enjoyed it very 
much, especially our Bible study 
by Brother G. L. Britt. It is the 
best one we have ever attended. 
Every message was food to our 
souls. 

We wish also to say, our overseer, 
Rev. Goff, and his wife have been 
a blessing to us. He is the most 
spiritual overseer we have ever had. 

—Brother and Sister Underwood 

To me the 1958 Illinois camp 
meeting had one of the greatest 
teams, with our morning Bible 
teacher, Rev. G. L. Britt and our 
night speaker, Rev. Danny Drake. 
This team of ministers has 
brought to us a new look at proph- 
ecy and Pentecost, and has caused 
God’s people to see the nearness 
of the coming of the Lord. 

—O. N. Cecil 

This being my second camp meet- 
ing since becoming a member of the 
Church of God, I am prowins in 
love for the church with a deeper 
respect for the fellowship of the 
ministers and laity. 

I have enjoyed the morning Bible 
teaching of Brother Britt so much, 
and I marvel at the memory and 
eee | of Brother Drake. I feel that 
we all have been mightily strength- 
ened for the remainder of our 
pilgrimage. —Billy Howell 


I greatly appreciate the spirit of 
our entire camp meeting, and I 
would like to especially mention the 
morning Bible study. My state 
council had read a number of ar- 
ticles on prophecy in the Evangel 
by Brother George L. Britt, of Greer 
South Carolina. We felt this would 
be a real blessing to our people. 
The Bible study did far more than 
what we had even contemplated in 
stirring the hearts of our people 
on these prophetical subjects. I 
have read many books on proph- 
ecy and spent some time in ae 
along these lines, and I feel tha 
Brother Britt is one of the best- 
read and one of the best-qualified 
teachers in this field. 

The response Brother Britt re- 
ceived from the ministers and the 
wy of this state suggests to me 
that he would be a real blessing 
to any state or church. 

—F.W. Goff, Overseer 











ib nsetobinds Camp Mecting 


A period of worship and fellow- 
ship prevailed once again in the 
Deep South as ministers and dele- 
gates from throughout Louisiana 
gathered at Covington for another 
camp meeting time. The writer who 
penned the words “I like the old- 
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time worship of the Lord” would 
have enjoyed this occasion. South 
Louisiana looks forward to camp 
meeting time every two years. 
Adding much to the success of 
the camp meeting this year were 
the Bible lectures delivered each 


morning by the Rev. Charles W. 
Conn, Editor-in-Chief, speaking on 
the general topic “A Balanced 
Church.” 

The Rev. Houston R. Morehead, 
General Overseer, was the official 
headquarters representative, and 














delivered two challenging messages. 

The Rev. G. W. Lane, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, was the evening speak- 
er and seemed at his best as he 


delivered an evangelistic message 
each evening. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Bridges 
represented our Orphanage Home 
with a fine program. 


Brother Johnnie Owens repre- 
sented our mission cause and, in 
his usual, friendly way, challenged 
the congregation to be more mis- 
sion-minded. —Margie Mixon 











ae a Camp Mlecting in ye Sere 


The one word perhaps most char- 
acteristic of the 1958 Tennessee 
camp meeting is victory. Confi- 
dence and victory were inspired 
from the beginning of the first 
service which opened, as did each 
evening service, with the choir un- 
der the direction of Bennie S. Trip- 
lett singing the moving anthem, 
“How Great Thou Art.” Each morn- 
ing Brother W. E. Tull lectured on 
“A Victorious Life’ and each eve- 
ning Brother Vep Ellis centered 
his message around the theme “Je- 
sus Christ, Our Victory.” 


The tenor of victory was reflected 
in a special appeal placed in the 
program by our good overseer, W. 
C. Byrd, in these words, “Every spir- 
it-filled minister and member is 
urged to work in the altar during 
the camp meeting. Great was the 
response in helping the seekers last 
year. Few will ever forget the altar 
scenes reaching clear across the 
large tabernacle. Satan will fight 
the working, praying bands each 
night. Let us meet him and win 
the battle by seeing hundreds saved 
and healed in the altar service—the 
camp meeting battleground where 
sin is slain and the day ends vic- 
toriously with men and women bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost and fire.” 

The triumphant banner was held 
high by messages throughout the 
camp meeting such as “A Great 
Camp Meeting” by W. H. Dean, pas- 
tor, Oak Ridge, Tennessee; “A Vic- 
torious Church” by L. H. Alford, 
pastor, Easton, Maryland; “Looking 
Eastward” by J. D. Bright, overseer 


of Virginia; “Soul-Winning” by H. 
H. Hungate, pastor, Kingsport, Ten- 
nessee; and “Is This It?” by D. C. 
Boatwright, overseer of Ohio. “The 
Just Shall Live by Faith” was the 
text of an inspired message by 
our General Overseer, Houston R. 
Morehead. On Sunday afternoon 
the preaching of L. H. Aultman, 
overseer of North Carolina, chal- 
lenged the church to hold fast to 
our heritage of victory over sin. 


Along with the cries of victory 
came appeals for further battle. On 
Wednesday Hubert Adams, presi- 
dent of Tennessee Pioneers for 
Christ, gave a moving appeal for 
evangelistic effort in his message 
entitled, “A Cry From Silent Lips.” 
The Sunday morning service was 
devoted to the cause of foreign 
missions. Several of those who had 
devoted their lives to missions gave 
testimony. Especially moving was 
the testimony of Sister Pearl Stark, 
missionary returned from Africa. 
Brother A. M. Phillips, overseer of 
Florida, gave the mission ot. 
The offering for missions totaled 
$29,479.23. 


Special features of the camp 
meeting were the Ladies’ Willing 
Workers’ Band an Thursday after- 
noon and youth day on Saturday. 
The L.W.W.B. service featured a 
message by the national president, 
Mrs. Houston R. Morehead. Two 
wonderful messages, “The Chal- 
lenge to Our Youth” by Don Ault- 
man, ge director of Michigan, 
and “Our World, What Next?” by 


Wallace Swilley, youth director of 
Georgia, were the highlights of the 
youth day services. 

Not only in preaching, but in 
worship, in song, and in fellowship 
there was a feeling of victory. How 
precious was the presence of God 
as the congregation sang together 
“Victory in Jesus,” “Amazing 
Grace,” and other wonderful songs. 
The services were blessed by the 
singing of the choir 500 strong 
from the new song book “Echoes of 
Calvary.” Thousands enjoyed the 
special numbers by many talented 
singers including Vep Ellis and the 
Camp Meeting Singers. 

Indeed victory was the keynote 
from beginning to the end. At the 
conclusion of the last service, 
Brother Ellis called all the ministers 
of the church to the platform and 
all the laity of the church to the 
front of the tabernacle. As hands 
and hearts were joined and prayer 
was offered, a glorious triumphant 
feeling surged through the con- 
gregation. A feeling well expressed 
in words taken again from the 
printed program, “Thank God for 
the victory through His son Jesus 
Christ!” 

I am sure many soldiers of the 
cross left the Tennesee camp 
meeting more confident than ever 
of victory for God and His church. 
“For whosoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith.” 2 John 5:4. 

—Louis H. Cross, 
Publicity Committee 











1958 


Another Georgia state camp 
meeting has come and gone. From 
the beginning service on June 30 
until the final one on July 6, people 
were aware of the fact that we 
were experiencing a great visitation 
from God. People came from all 
over Georgia and neighboring 
states to enjoy this spiritual feast. 
Those who came, left feeling lifted 
in the Spirit and with a greater 
desire to do more for God. 

The evening speaker was Rev. 


eorgia Camp Mecting 


Raymond Crowley, pastor of the 
Church of God in Salisbury, Mary- 
land. His sincerity and love for God 
were evident. His messages were 
unique in presentation and anoint- 
ed by the 7 Ghost. As a result 
of these anointed messages, the al- 
tar services were outstanding. In 
special outpourings of the Spirit, 
approximately 100 were fill.d with 
the Holy Ghost during the camp 
meeting, with as many as 25 
filled with the Holy Ghost in one 


night. Eternity alone will reveal the 
number who were saved. At the 
last count, there were 150 seekers 
in the altar. Ministers and laymen 
together, with tears streaming down 
their faces, were making new con- 
secrations to God. Brother Crowley 
will be remembered in the State of 
Coon as another great camp 
meeting speaker. 

It seems that every year God 
puts His approval on one particular 
song. This year was no exception 
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as the choir and congregation sang 
“Like a Mighty Army Moves the 
Church of God.” People shouted and 
rejoiced night after night. 

The Bible teacher was Georgia’s 
own Rev. Charles W. Conn, Editor- 
in-chief of Church of God publi- 
cations. The theme of each Bi- 
ble study was “A Well-Balanced 
Church.” These studies were very 
fitting for this hour. Not only 
were they fitting, but they were 
practical and presented in simpli- 
city so that even a child could un- 
derstand. The shouts of praise that 
went up from time to time were 
significant enough to show that the 
truth was being proclaimed and 
that all present were feasting from 
God’s Word. 

Brother Johnson, our state over- 
seer, had everything well planned 
and, as our evening speaker, Broth- 
er Crowley, said, “I have never seen 
anything so big so well planned 
and operate so smoothly.” 

Wednesday afternoon was given 
to the Ladies’ Willing Workers’ 
Band. Sister Johnson, our state 
president, had a well-balanced pro- 
gram. The reports from the church- 
es were gratifying and it made us 
to realize the women are a vital 
part of the church. 

Friday was youth day this year 
and the enthusiasm ran _ high. 
Brother Wallace Swilley, state Sun- 
day School and youth director, had 


a well-planned day. The morning 
speaker was Rev. O. W. Polen, Na- 
tional Sunday School and Youth 
Director. He ured out his soul 
in behalf of the youth. In the af- 
ternoon, Brother Homer Boatman, 
Jr., state Sunday School and youth 
director of Florida, brought another 
great sermon. 


We were honored to have one 
of our general officials with us, 
Brother H. D. Williams, General 
Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Church of God. He brought a very 
fine message that thrilled the con- 
gregation. 

It seemed that all the speakers 
were at their very best and 
preached the very message God 
wanted. That was true of Rev. H. B. 
Ramsey, state overseer of South 
Carolina, as he spoke on “Evan- 
gelism,” and Rev. F. W. Goff, state 
overseer of Illinois, as he spoke on 
“He Will Keep You in Perfect Peace 
Whose Mind Is Stayed on Him.” 


We were privileged to have 
Brother M. G. McLuhan and fam- 
ily back in Georgia after being in 
South Africa for 5 years. His sing- 
ing and preaching were such an 
inspiration. As he brought a soul- 
stirring message on Sunday morn- 
ing, our mission service, telling of 
the burden of his heart, mission- 
minded Georgians proved the sin- 
cerity of their love, by giving $34,- 


000.00 this year to such a worthy 
cause. 
Also, Sister Margaret Gaines from 
Tunisia was with us. She won her 
way into the hearts of the peo- 
ple by expressing her love for mis- 
sions and the work of God. Sister 
Bobbie Lauster and Brother and 
Sister Lamar McDaniel, who are 
on their way to Germany, helped 
make Sunday a great mission day 
that will not be forgotten. 
Sunday afternoon, Rev. Earl P. 
Paulk, Jr., pastor of Hemphill Ave- 
nue Church of God in Atlanta, 
brought a great sermon on “Evi- 
dences of the Holy Ghost.” This 
sermon was very timely and cer- 
tainly met the need of the hour. 
Time and space will not permit 
me to say all the good things 
that happened, but to summarize 
it all, the speakers were at their 
best, the committees worked hard, 
and the visitors from other states 
were appreciated; God looked down 
and poured out His Spirit and souls 
were saved, sanctified and filled 
with the Holy Ghost. The shouts 
of victory rang throughout the en- 
tire camp. To God be all the glory 
as we look forward to another camp 
meeting in Georgia if Jesus should 
tarry and, if not, we shall meet 
in a great home-coming in heav- 


en. 
—Jim O. McClain, Sr., Pastor 
Avondale Estates Church of God 











Vebrasha Camp Mecting 


The Church of God state con- 
vention in Nebraska convened June 
19-21 in the lovely church in East 
Omaha just recently built by its 
former pastor, Brother and Sister 
J. R. Roper. The state overseer, 
James R. Ray moderated. 


The services began with better 
attendance and a greater enthusi- 
asm than any convention in the 
past several years in the state, and 
God’s presence was prevalent from 
the first service through to the 
closing. We were privileged to have 
ministers visiting from the sur- 
rounding states of Iowa and Mis- 
souri, who contributed greatly to 
the musical program. Rev. H. D. 
Williams, General Secretary and 
Treasurer, represented the church 
officially and brought an outstand- 
ing, dynamic message which only 
time and eternity will show the 
results in their entirety. 


A camp meeting spirit prevailed 
throughout all of the services and 
each minister could leave the con- 
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vention with a new determination 
and a renewed consecration to win 
souls in the ensuing year. Reports 
for the vee year’s work more than 
proved that God has been enlarg- 
ing our borders in Nebraska and 
there’s victory in the camp. 


—Miss Laverne Barker 
State Convention Reporter 


On arriving at the camp meeting 
after having traveled 1,300 miles, 
we found a table spread with food 
for every one. This was furnished 
by the wonderful people of North 
and East Omaha churches. The 
camp meeting spirit in the East 
Omaha church was truly great. 
Brother Shell thrilled our souls 
with a wonderful message on 
“Storming the Heights.” Brother H. 
D. Williams made us realize the 
greatness of God with his message 
on “God From Everlasting to Ever- 
lasting.” Brother James R. Ray was 
equally anointed and made our 
hearts glad in the Bible study. The 


singing was wonderful. We left with 
a great zeal to work for God and 
His kingdom. 
—Mary Lee Thompson 
To these two reports I would like 
to add that God met with us in 
a most wonderful way throughout 
the entire meeting. I truly appreci- 
ate the visiting ministers from 
Iowa, Missouri, and Kansas. They 
added to our great and wonderful 
services. Brother H. D. Williams 
has never preached under a greater 
anointing than was upon him as 
he preached during the camp meet- 
ing. At the close of his sermon the 
altar filled, folk were shouting and 
praising God. Many were prayed 
through, and the Spirit continues 
to prevail in the state, for which 
we are grateful. Most of the folk 
who have been attending the Ne- 
braska camp meetings for years 
say it was one of the best ever 
held in the state. We are truly 
thankful to the Lord for His bless- 
ings. —James R. Ray, Overseer 

















GO WHERE YOU WILL 
(Continued from page 3) 


nothing worthwhile can be attained deceitfully. The 
impression may be created in the eyes of some that 
we are intelligent or successful, but in the heart it is 
known to us that nothing has been gained in reality 
and that character itself has been undermined. 


USING this new Assembly year as your 
starting point you must not be too hasty in attempt- 
ing to achieve the desired destination. Unwise haste 
may result in your attempting short cuts to your goal. 
This would be dishonest and unethical. Haste might 
also result in a complete breakdown of your progress. 
At least, haste will keep you from enjoying the way 
as you go. The joy of a trip is not made up entirely 
of reaching one’s destination, but there is also joy in 
the going. When you have decided where you want to 
go in life and how you want to go, take heed then 
that you go cautiously, carefully, and completely. 

You can start during this year to go any place 
that you really want to. Be cautious—choose the right 
thing for your destination and know that your rea- 
sons for going are good, without selfishness and ego- 
tism. Be careful—see that you go by the right way 
under the right circumstances honorably and well. Go 
completely—be thorough in your going rather than 
hasty, enjoy the going as well as the arriving. 


THE DANGER IN MAKING THE WRONG 
DECISION 


(Continued from page 7) 


plains, so he kept pitching his tent toward Sodom. 
He was simply obeying sin. (4) He did sin. ‘(Now we 
have it. The real thing, the very purpose of evil. Yes, 
just as today, Satan had led this man step by step, 
until now he had him doing the things that he wanted 
him to do, sin. 


While Lot was with Abram it would have been 
useless to try to get him to take a drink; while he 
was near Bethel, no man could have made him be- 
lieve that soon he would be like a dog wallowing in 
his own vomit. Lot chose pleasure in this present life, 
while Abram looked beyond to the pleasures of eterni- 
ty. Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom, while Abram 
pitched his tent toward God. Lot made a choice and 
was ruled by this choice, while Abram let God make 
his choice for him and later became the ruler of the 
entire choice of God. 


My friend, the way you travel for God might be at 
times rough and always seem uphill, but better is it 
to be in the presence of God at Bethel than to just 
sit at the gate of Sodom. 


“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help” (Psalm 121:1). 





YOUR CHURCH! 


work. But it is effective. 








Confest Tips 
Y.P.E. Enlargement Campaign—Oct. 1-31 
Christian Life Sunday School Contest—Oct. 12-Nov. 16 


No great spiritual awakening has begun anywhere in the world with- 
out UNITED PRAYER—Christians persistently praying together. GET 
YOUR YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS TO LEAD THE WAY 
IN PRAYING FOR Y.P.E. AND SUNDAY SCHOOL ENLARGEMENT IN 


Best way to get them in is to go after them. “Visitation is the best 
way we know of to get new people into the church,” say pastors. It is 


Get your free copy of the booklet 
“1958 Sunday School Contest Workbook” 
WRITE: CONTEST DIRECTOR, 33 S. WACKER, CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 











What does your anxiety do? It does not empty to- 
morrow of its sorrow; but ah! it empties today of its 
strength. It does not make you escape the evil; it 
makes you unfit to cope with it when it comes; it does 
not bless tomcrrow, but it robs today. God gives us 
power to bear all the sorrow of His making; but He 
does not give us the power to bear the sorrows of our 
own making which the anticipation of sorrow most 
assuredly is —Selected. 


Pane our trials act as a thorn hedge to kee 
e 


whic 


us in 
ood pasture; but our prosperity is a gap through 
we go astray.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


We are generally too low in our aims, more anxious 
for safety than sanctity, for place than purity.— 
George Eliot. 
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(COVER PICTURE) 
Headquarters Church 
Celebrates 51st Anniversary 

The 5lst anniversary was the oc- 
casion for another glad day of cel- 
ebration by the oldest congregation 
of Church of God people, the Head- 
quarters church in Cleveland. 

It seems that the present pastor, 
the Rev. Floyd J. Timmerman, was 
not satisfied merely with the men- 
tion of the fact that the church 
was due congratulations, but that 
sometime between the month of 
October when the church was or- 
ganized (in 1906) and September 
when the original building was ded- 
icated (in 1907) there should be a 
celebration. So, in May, 1957, in 
honor of the church’s jubilee year, 
he instituted the “home-coming.” 
It was successful enough that the 
event was repeated on May 4, 1958. 

Besides having dinner served on 
the church grounds, three out- 
standing services were held during 
the day. The state overseer, Broth- 
er W. C. Byrd, was morning speak- 
er. Many visiting musicians took 
part in the afternoon hymn-sing, 
and the night speaker was the as- 
sistant general overseer, Brother 
James A. Cross. 

The purchase of the new par- 
sonage highlighted North Cleve- 
land’s 50th year. When Brother 
Timmerman assumed the pastorate 
in 1954, the church had an indebt- 
edness of about 15,000. Efforts 
were made immediately to create 
interest in the early liquidation of 
the debt and soon the amount was 
negligible. The parsonage, which 
for 26 years had stood next door 
to the church, was built by Brother 
F. M. Waldron. Brother F. R. Har- 
rawood was responsible for the ad- 
dition of two rooms, and Brother 
J. Frank Spivey improved the prop- 
erty by remodeling and purchasing 
some new furniture. It has now 
been converted into a beautiful 
nursery and youth center. 

A very lovely brick home, which 
is located about seven blocks north 
of the church, was acquired in Jan- 
uary, 1957. The corner lot is 100 by 
200 feet; the house has 7 rooms, 
2 baths, double garage, and nice 
furniture. It cost the church $25,- 
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000. In January, 1958, Brother Tim- 
merman urged the congregation to 
accept personal interest in the 
church properties, and he present- 
ed a “Church Indebtedness Pledge” 
plan which the members and 
friends of the church readily 
adopted. 

e people of the North Cleve- 
land Church of God love their pas- 
tor. They appreciate his interest in 
the material welfare of the church, 
his service to the community out- 
side the church, his devotion to the 
young people, his consecration and 
dedication to the Lord, and his un- 
tiring contribution to the spiritu- 
ality of the church. 

—Alice Josephsen, Reporter 


Note Burned at | Mt. Pleasant 





MOUNT PLEASANT, Tenn. — 
Sunday, June 15, 1958, was home- 
coming at Mount Pleasant Church 
of God. We had a wonderful day. 
It was a day of rejoicing. We had 
the burning of the note on the par- 
sonage. We had as our guest speak- 
er a former pastor, Rev. Jack 
Durham. He was the first pastor 
to start the parsonage, and he la- 
bored hard on it. Pictured above 
from left to right is Brother Mel- 
vin Lonas, a former pastor who 
helped us pay for it while he was 
pastor here, Sister Durham, Broth- 
er Durham, Brother G. H. McGari- 
ty, our present pastor, and Sister 
owt age, ¢ We have six rooms and 
bath fully furnished and free of 
debt, of which we are proud. 

—Mrs. O. P. Renfro, Reporter 


Twenty Saved in Great Revival 


ROCKVILLE, Md.—We of the 
Rockville Church of God just 
closed one of the greatest two- 
week revivals in the history of the 
Rockville Church of God with the 
Rev. B. F. Savage, of Hopewell, Va. 

There were 20 saved, a number 
sanctified, 3 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 11 added to the church. 

Pray for us that we will con- 
tinue to grow and stay in the cen- 
ter of God’s will. 

—Douglas H. Poole, Pastor 


Continual Moving 
of God’s Spirit 


LEWISTOWN, Mont. — We are 
praising God here at the Church 
of God for the moving of the Spirit 
continually in our midst. Although 
we can report nothing of spectacu- 
lar dimensions, we have had heal- 
ings among our people, and the 
power of the Spirit has been pres- 
ent with our Pemer. Brother David 
Green, as he has brought the Word 
of God to us. 

We have added Sister LaRue 
Moran to our staff of teachers in 
the adult Bible class, and Brother 
Kenneth Yuhil to our young 
people’s ae. He has an excellent 
voice and uses it for the Lord. 

The ladies of our church pleased 
the hearts of our missionaries, 
Brother and Sister McLuhan, with 
a pieced quilt. Although our group 
is small, we have regular meetings 
inspired by the Spirit and are hap- 
py in the Lord. 

Our D.V.B.S. closed with an en- 
rollment of 32 children and several 
have been added to our Sunday 
— as a result of these meet- 

gs. 

We need your prayers here at 
Lewistown, so that we can grow 
in the grace of our Lord and see 
an increase in our numbers as well. 
Pray that we shall be joined as one 
body in the support of our pastor 
and his fine work here. The people 
greatly love him, and we believe 
God is blessing us through him. 


—Mrs. LaRue Moran, Reporter 


New Church Free of Debt 


MAX MEADOWS, Va.—The Pick- 
ett Chapel Church of God was set 
in order 4 years ago by Sister Grace 
Grant. Since then she has built a 
new church, and yet the church 
has been free of debt for over a 
year. She worked hard and sac- 
rificed much, but God has blessed 
her work. 

She is leaving us this fall and 
will be greatly missed by all. Pray 
for her that she will be placed in 
God’s will. —Reporter 

















P. eT Helps 


OUTLINED PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN’S 
GROUPS 

Devotional Programs Based on the Lives 

of Bible Women by H. J. Kamphouse and 

Marie Ver Vooren 
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Originally prepared as 
outline studies for 


by Mrs. er Vooren, 
these meditations were 
adapted by Rev. Her- 
man J. Kamphouse, 
Superintendent of the 
Holland City Mission 
of Holland, Michigan. 
Each program includes 
suggested hymns, 
special music, complete 
text of a prayer and 
an outlined lesson 
from the lives of such 
Bible women as: Eve, Rebecca, Miriam, 
Rahab, Ruth, Elizabeth, Mary, Martha, 
Esther, Job’s wife, and others, in all some 
41 different lessons, each thoroughly 
grounded in Scripture and soundly prac- 
tical in application. $1.50 





POPULAR HYMN STORIES 


Compiled by Don 
Sanford. 45 hymn stor- 
ies including stories of 
newly popular hymns 
such as: 


The Love of God 

How Great Thou Art 

No = Ever Cared for 
e 


Paper, $1.50 








THESE MY PEOPLE 


Bringing the Gospel to the Mountain Peo- 
ple of 


Formosa 






Dr. Pierce says of the 
author: “. . . As you 
read (these incidents) 
inevitably you will see 
her unique, colorful, 
Christ-centered person- 
ality shining through. 
... ‘Lil’ Dickson isn’t 
just a person—she is 
an institution ...a 
ministry to 900 lepers 
. . . & home for chil- 
dren with leprosy ... 
a children’s home for 
orphans . . . bamboo 
clini . a helping 
hand for the blind and deaf—and a dozen 
other projects at any given moment...” 
This then is a veteran missionary’s story 
of missionary work among the Aborgin 
of Formosa. Illustrated. $2.00 





CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 





© family) devotions 


By EARL T. GOLDEN, Old Fort, North Carolina 


WONDERFUL WORDS OF LIFE 


(Based on the Sayings of Jesus) 


Monday, August 25 
Scripture, John 16:16 


“A little while and ye shall see 
me.” What a message of solace to 
God’s saints. It places everything 
in this life as of a temporary na- 
ture. Are you suffering? It can only 
last a little while. Are you be- 
reaved? It will soon be over. Have 
you been rejected, neglected or 
abused? It can only last a little 
while. We cannot afford to spend 
our lives fretting over the tempo- 
rary disappointments. At most they 
cannot last long. 


Pray for the unsaved people that 
attend our churches. 


Tuesday, August 26 
Scripture, Matthew 23:12 


It has been said, “The way up is 
down.” Self-exaltation made a devil 
out of Lucifer. Its effects have not 
changed today. To exalt oneself 
is to reduce oneself in the eyes 
of God and also in the eyes of 
many discerning people. True great- 
ness can only be achieved by honest 
humility. This is not a pretense of 
piety but stems from the heart. 


Pray for all the unsaved people 
that are in our homes. 


Wednesday, August 27 
Scripture, Matthew 12:34 


Our words betray our thoughts 
and desires. One speaks much of 
that which occupies the first place 
in his thinking. “As a man think- 
eth in his heart, so is he.” The in- 
ner thoughts of man cannot long be 
hidden. If evil is there; evil will 
burst forth. If good is there, all 
evil cannot hinder its voice. 


Pray for all those who are en. 
gaged in foreign mission work. 


Thursday, August 28 
Scripture, Matthew 26:50 


“Friend, wherefore art thou 
come?” These words were not spo- 
ken to the beloved John or the un- 
derstanding James but rather to the 
treacherous Judas. The kiss of 
death had been placed on the cheek 
of the Master. He retaliates with 
pity and concern. The evil had been 
done. It was too late for remedy 
but not for pity. Do we possess 
this Christ-like spirit? 

Pray for all those who are en- 
gaged in home mission work. 


Friday, August 29° 
Scripture, Mark 10:21 


“One thing thou lackest.” Many 
overlook the one thing in looking 
for the many. Others overlook the 
small thing in looking for the 
great. Christ alerts us not to be 
looking for mountains; all can see 
them, but rather to be searching 
for that one thing that spells the 
difference between victory and de- 
feat. If we find and correct the 
one, we surely shall see and defeat 
the many. 


Pray for God’s people that a bur- 
- y = prayer will grip the hearts 
of all. 


Saturday, August 30 
Scripture, Mark 13:31 


The things we see can never last. 
Nothing on this earth is built for 
eternity. We cannot afford to place 
our confidence in anything that is 
subject to destruction. Jesus says, 
“My words shall not pass away.” 
The words of others may fail us. 
They may die and take their prom- 
ises with them. Circumstances 
may alter their words but not His. 
Do you wish for something you can 
depend on, now and for eternity? 
His words will never fail you. 

Pray for God’s people that a 
ype desire to study God’s Word 
will p the hearts of all. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES! 


“Welcome New Sunday School Member!” folder for 
Beginners and Primaries 
Let your Beginners and Primaries experience a feel- 
ing of “belonging” by giving them this most appealing 
3” x 5” folder at the time they are enrolled in your 
Sunday School. Form No. 27, Prices: $ .02 each; 100, 
$1.50; 250, $3.50; 500, $6.00; 1,000, $11.00. 


“Welcome New Sunday School Member!” folder for 

Juniors, Junior Hi’s, Senior Hi’s, etc. 

Your Sunday School scholars will feel a great sense 
of responsibility to your Sunday School when they are 
members of it. This 3” by 5” folder is presented at the 
time the scholars in the age group mentioned above 
are enrolled in your Sunday School. Inexpensive and 
yet very effective, this folder will impress upon the 
Sunday School members your concern for their faith- 
ful attendance and spiritual welfare. Form No. 28, 
Prices: $ .02 each; 100, $1.50; 250, $3.50; 500, $6.00; 
1,000, $11.00. 


“Our Guest Sunday School Scholar” card 

This card has been designed for Sunday School 
scholars who are striving for a perfect Sunday School 
attendance record. Occasionally circumstances will de- 
mand that a regular scholar be in another community 
on Sunday morning, and this card, when filled out and 
signed by the host Sunday School Superintendent, will 
indicate that the Sunday School scholar, even though 
away from his home church, did attend Sunday School 
on the date and at the place indicated on the card. 
Form No. 29, Prices: $ .15 a dozen; 100, $ 85; 250, 
$2.00; 1,000, $6.50. 


“Perfect Attendance Certificate” for one quarter 

Encourage faithful attendance in your Sunday 
School by awarding this certificate for perfect attend- 
ance for one quarter. Form No. 4, Prices: $ .05 each; 
$ .50 a dozen. 


“Perfect Attendance Certificate” for one year 

This attractive certificate is awarded to Sunday 
School scholars who attend Sunday School faithfully 
for one year. It is awarded to those who hold four 
of the quarterly perfect attendance certificates. Better 
attendance helps make a better Sunday School. Form 
No. 5, Prices: $ .07 each; $ .75 a dozen. 


Church Family Census Card 

Once each year a family census should be taken in 
each church (September is suggested). A family census 
card should be prepared for each family represented 
in your church. New Sunday School prospects are 
often found among our own church families. Prices: 
100, $1.50; 250, $3.50; 500, $6.00; 1,000, $11.00. 


ALSO AVAILABLE— 


Religious Census Card 

The purpose of a religious census is to acquire in- 
formation to be used in enlarging the Sunday School. 
A religious census is the first step in reaching people. 
Sunday Schools which really want to grow wiil use 
this card to take a religious census in their community, 
town or city, at least once a year. Prices: 100, $ .75; 
250, $1.75; 500, $3.00; 1,000, $5.50. 
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ORDER FROM: Sez Montgomery Avenue 


Cleveland, Tennessee 


PATHWAY BOOK STORE 
1108 Florida Avenue 
Tampa, Florida 


PATHWAY BOOK STORE 
231 S. Church Street 
Charlotte, N. C. 























